
Assume all downed lines are 
energized and dangerous, even if they 
don’t hum or spark.

Exit the vehicle ONLY if forced out 
by smoke or fire. 
1. Plan your exit route to avoid sagging

or downed lines.
2. �Jump clear of your vehicle. DO NOT

touch the vehicle and the ground at
the same time.

3. �Land with your feet together
and shuffle away with small
steps. Keep your feet close
together and on the ground
at all times.

4. �Shuffle at least 30 feet away
and do not return to the vehicle.

DO NOT exit the vehicle. If it can
be moved safely, drive the vehicle 
away from electrical equipment. 
If not, stay in your vehicle. 

WARN bystanders to stay
at least 30 feet away. 

CALL 911
and wait for utility 
workers to arrive. 

Accidents involving  
electrical equipment



Assume all downed 
lines are energized 
and dangerous, 
even if they don’t 
hum or spark. 

CALL 911 immediately.

KEEP yourself and your 
vehicle far away.

STAY in your vehicle.

NEVER approach a 
downed line or try to  
move it with any object.

DO NOT TRY to rescue 
someone who is being 
shocked by a downed 
power line. 
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Downed or damaged  
power lines


